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Premier Health Leadership News
Dr. Molly Hall has elected to remain in the position of chief academic officer. As of May 9, 
she will resume her CAO position full time. 
Dr. Christina Waite will be the interim medical director of psychiatry effective May 9, 2014. 
She will continue to be the lead in rolling out the new consultative psychiatry model.
Dr. J.J. Schulte will be resigning his position at Premier Health effective May 9 and will 
pursue a position at the VA Medical Center.  
The Real World versus Ivory Tower: The Challenge for Academic Surgery 
Lillian S. Kao, M.D., M.S., FACS (Department of Surgery, University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston, Houston, TX 
doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jss.2014.02.052
Recruitment
We are still recruiting for acute care, minimally invasive, and vascular surgeons. If you know 
of an appropriate candidate, please let Kim Paul know. 
Students
Clerkship News
The clerkship will have the final rotation of  
the 2013-2014 academic year May 5 through  
June 27, 2014.  
Students include:
Sonia Bennett (GSH)
Jessica Clemons (OVMC/MVH)
Kevin Doyle (MVH)
John Eppensteiner (MVH)
Andrew Fong (VAMC)
Laura Hallstron (KMC)
Jennifer Jamison (KMC)
Joseph Resch (MVH)
Ralla Shrit (MVH)
Charles Spear (MVH)
David To (MVH)
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Important Lectureships/
meetings
John W. Berry Jr. Visiting Professor 
September 2–3, 2014 
Dr. Alan Lumsden—Grand Rounds 
September 3, 7 a.m.
WSuDoS Postgraduate Symposium: 
medical education  
September 19, 2014 
Committees
DoS faculty meeting 
Friday, August 15, 7–8:30 a.m. 
DoS Department Research Committee 
meeting 
Friday, September 5, 7–8 a.m. 
All committee meetings are held at MVH, WCHE 
Building, 7th Floor, DOS Conference Room.
Save the Date
WSu Chief Residents graduation Banquet
June 5, 2014, 6–8:30 p.m.
Nutter Center Berry Room 
Staff Holiday Party  
December 5, 2014, noon 
Ladder 11 
(Details forthcoming)
 
Department Holiday Party 
December 12, 2014, 7–10 p.m. 
Home of Dr. Mary McCarthy 
3125 Indian Ripple Rd., Beavercreek, 45440 
RSVP to Lynne Smith, 937.208.3771
Distinguished Scholar award
Robert Beaulieu, one of the 2014 BSOM 
Distinguished Scholar Award recipients, has 
done several research projects in the DOS. 
This award recognizes scholars for generating 
a significant body of scholarly work, for 
working collaboratively with students and 
faculty, for demonstrating leadership in the 
Research Learning Community, and for 
advancing student research at the medical 
school. Congratulations Robbie!
DePaRtmeNt of SuRgeRy uPDate
 may 2014
Best Clinical Research Poster 
Christina Anderson, MSIII, tied for Best 
Clinical Research poster on her work 
“Cost-Efficacy of Laparoscopic Cholecys-
tectomy using the Harmonic Scalpel” at the 
2014 Medical Student Research Sympo-
sium. Congratulations Christina and faculty 
advisor Dr. Walusimbi. 
Best Case Study Poster 
Joseph Capichioni, MSIII, won Best Case 
Study poster for his work “The use of 
indirect video laryngoscopy in difficult 
airways.” Congratulations Joseph and 
faculty advisor Dr. Soin.   
Call for abstracts
28 eaSt annual Scientific assembly  
Abstract open April 2014 
Deadline July 1, 2014
http://www.east.org/scientific-assembly
Western Surgical association  
2014 annual meeting  
Open March 1, 2014 
Deadline June 1, 2014 
www.westernsurg.org
10th annual academic Surgical Congress
Abstract opens June 2014
Deadline August 8, 2014.
www.aasurg.org
Department of Surgery 
Website News: 
https://wsudos.wikispaces.com
https://flying-scalpel.wikispaces.com
If you have any information you would like  
to share with the other members of the 
department, or professional or special 
events happening in your life, please e-mail 
Lynne at lsmith@premierhealth.com by the 
15th of the month. The Faculty and Staff 
Update will be e-mailed the first of the month.
2014 medical Student Research Symposium
front row: Christina anderson, Safoora Choudry 
Back row: Paul Hutchinson, Zach Il’giovine, Ben Bates, Kyle Leggett
Wright State University students represented the Department of Surgery at the 2014 
Medical Student Research Symposium, with 16 posters being presented. 
 
Surgery Club (2013-2014)
Surgery Club is the Wright State surgery 
interest group and is led by medical students 
who are interested in pursuing surgery or one  
of the surgery specialties as a career. The  
Club meets on a nearly monthly basis from 
September through April and is largely  
composed of first- and second-year medical 
students. Surgery Club helps expose those 
young medical students to different aspects of  
surgery to help expand their interest in  
becoming a surgeon. Meeting topics this year 
included a “History of Surgery” lecture, by  
Dr. Turk, prior to his passing; “Trauma Surgery 
and Life as a Trauma Surgeon,” by Dr. Hendershot; 
an “Introduction to the Surgery Clerkship,” by Dr. Roelle; and a resident panel to describe 
“Life as a Surgery Resident.” In April we had a suturing and knot tying session facilitated by 
surgical faculty and residents that was a huge success. The students really enjoyed the 
one-on-one attention and improved their surgical skills. Many thanks to the faculty and 
residents who participated!
Instructor Dr. Damon Campbell (R4)
Instructor Dr. ali abtahi (R1)  
 
Surgical Boot Camp 2014
Our second annual Surgical Boot Camp was March 24 through April 
4, 2014. This is a yearly elective for fourth-year medical students 
who are going into surgery or one of the surgical specialties, and it 
is geared toward preparing the students to be surgical interns. The 
students had interactive teaching sessions, skills labs, patient 
simulations, and intern-shadowing experiences. Some of the 
interactive topics included: time management, work/life balance, 
sign-outs and hand-offs, writing notes and orders, instrument 
identification, and OR orientation. The skills labs included: Foley 
placement, Central line placement, Chest tube placement, ultra-
sound basics, and suturing. Patient simulations included evaluating 
patients with chest pain, hypotension, shortness of breath, and 
oliguria. The students of the past two years have really valued this 
course and have had fun learning how to be an intern. A big thanks 
to all of the faculty and residents who participated this year—we 
could not have done it without your help! And a special thanks to 
Dan Nolan, who has really been instrumental in moving our  
simulation and skills lab program forward!
The Surgical Boot Camp will continue to be offered yearly; please let 
Melissa Keller know if you are interested in helping in the future.
 
Laceration Suture Lab Practical test 1 Station
 
 
Practical test 2 Station Practical test 3 Station
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Residents
With increasing focus on establishing benchmark 
criteria for graduating residents, surgical education 
and its implementation has become incredibly 
important. In the era of technology, simulation has 
emerged as an important aspect of training. 
However, simulating real world environments and 
situations can become quite expensive, especially if 
consumable products are needed, and can be time consuming for 
personnel driving the simulations. Virtual technology has arisen as a 
way to eliminate costs of consumable products, reduce time 
requirements for busy attendings, and provide a tool that could 
potentially be accessible by residents 24 hours a day, or even at home. 
While on my research year in Boston, I have been working with a 
collaborative group of surgeons, engineers, computer scientists, 
and human factors experts on four NIH sponsored grants, which 
focus on developing virtual simulators for surgical education.
VBLaST is a project that focuses on developing a virtual version of 
the FLS box and its five technical tasks (peg transfer, pattern 
cutting, ligating loop, intra- and extracorporeal suturing). The aim is 
to create a platform that could be used to practice for the FLS exam 
and possibly eventually replace it. 
Gen2- a project that uses virtual reality to immerse the trainee in 
realistic operating room environments using a head-mounted 
display. Research involves incorporating different distractors into 
laparoscopic tasks and evaluating what effect this may have on 
performance. Once strong distractors are identified, they can be 
incorporated into surgical trainers so that learners can practice 
under distraction.
NOTES focuses on developing the first virtual trainer for NOTES  
procedures. 
VEST focues on electro-surgery. The concept of electrosurgery has 
been known, and used for hundreds of years but few are formally 
trained on how to safely and adequately use this technology. This 
project aims to develop a virtual trainer to help teach and demon-
strate important electrosurgical concepts and will be based on the 
new FUSE curriculum, which has been put forth by SAGES. 
– Amie Miller, M.D. (R4)
faculty
Division of anesthesia 
The Division of Anesthesiology recently had elections for leadership 
positions for June 2014 through May 2016. Results are as follows: 
Chair: Meredith Sanders, M.D.
Vice Chair: Erin Underwood, D.O.
Director of oB anesthesia: Marilyn Dearmond, M.D.
Director of ambulatory anesthesia: Jeff Hamilton, M.D.
Director of Pain Services: Townsend Smith, M.D.
Director of education: Erin Underwood, D.O.
trauma Committee member: Will Glenn, M.D.
 
Instructor Dr. David Hitch (Clinical 
Professor emeritus) helps alison 
Bales (Dr. mcCarthy’s daughter).
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faculty cont.
Dr. Cynthia africk was selected to the Council of State  
Neurosurgical Societies (CSNS) by the Ohio State Neurosurgical 
Society. She was also elected as president-elect of the Ohio State 
Neurosurgical Society. Congratulations Dr. Africk! 
 
magellan™ Robotic System
Dr. Matsuura is featured on the Premier Health 
web page. Please see the link provided for full 
article and video. He was also featured on Channel 
2 News. See the link below for full story. 
premierhealth.com/magellan  
magellanroboticsystem.wmv
 
Wright State Physicians
Department of Surgery Practice manager
We are pleased to announce Jason Bailey joined 
our team on April 7 as the new practice manager. 
Jason comes to us with significant experience in 
quality and process improvement, and is a Six 
Sigma Black Belt. Most recently, he was a QI 
consultant with Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. Jason earned his B.A. 
in environmental health management from Capital University in 
Columbus, and his M.B.A. with a  
concentration in organizational leadership from the University of 
Findlay. Jason is excited to get started and eager to share his ideas 
for growth and development with us. Please welcome Jason to  
our team!  
Scholarly activity 
PuBLICatIoNS
Olasky J, Chellali A, Sankaranarayanan G, Zhang L, miller a, De S, Jones 
DB, Schwaitzberg SD, Schneider BE, Cao Cg. Effects of sleep hours 
and fatigue on performance in laparoscopic surgery simulators. Surg 
Endosc. 2014 Mar. doi: 10.1007/S00464-014-3503-0.
miller a, Schwaitzberg S. Surgical and endoscopic options for benign and 
malignant gastric outlet obstruction. Current Surgery Reports. 2014 Apr 
2(4) doi: 10.1007/s40137-014-0048-z.
PReSeNtatIoNS
oral Presentations
mcKellar DP, et al. Inspiring continuous quality improvement in your 
hospital. Lessons learned from the American College of Surgeons. Oral 
presentation at: American College of Health Care Executives 2014 
Congress on Healthcare Leadership; 2014 Mar 25; Chicago, IL. 
miller a, Rodriquez J, Hellan m. Laparoscopic-robotic Ivor-Lewis esopha-
gectomy with fluorescence imaging. Video presentation at: 2014 SAGES 
Annual Meeting; 2014 Apr 2-5; Salt Lake City, UT. 
Chellali A, Ahn W, Sankaranarayanan G, Flinn J, Schwaitzberg S, Jones DB, 
Suvranu D, Cao Cg. Preliminary evaluation of the pattern cutting and 
ligating loop virtual laparoscopic trainers. Oral presentation at: 2014 
SAGES Annual Meeting;  2014 Apr 5; Salt Lake City, UT. 
Palumbo a, Hendershot Km, Parikh PP. Pregnancy during surgical 
residency: Perceptions and social implications. Oral presentation at: 
Surgical Education Week 2014 APDS/ARCS/ASE Annual Meeting; 2014 
Apr 11; Chicago, IL. 
Hendershot Km, Woods, RJ, Parikh PP, Whitmill m. Service vs. 
education: Situational and perceptional differences in surgery residency. 
Oral presentation at: Surgical Education Week 2014 APDS/ARCS/ASE 
Annual Meeting; 2014 Apr 9; Chicago, IL. 
Palumbo, a, Hendershot Km, Parikh PP. Pregnancy during surgical 
residency: Perceptions and social implications. Oral presentation at: 
Daniel W. Elliott Resident Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 23; Dayton, 
OH.
Sweet e, ouellette J, Hellan m. The use of robotic surgery for resection of 
gastric submucosal tumors. Oral presentation at: Daniel W. Elliott 
Resident Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 23; Dayton, OH.
Chaudhary m, matsuura J. A retrospective review in operative interven-
tions of the Magellan robotic endovascular catheter. Oral presentation at: 
Daniel W. Elliott Resident Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 23; Dayton, 
OH.
Bates B, Hellan m, Kauffman S, ouellette J. Irreversible electroporation: 
An institution experience. Oral presentation at: Daniel W. Elliott Resident 
Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 23; Dayton, OH.
Ilyas S, Rosenberg S. Preliminary data on randomized trial evaluating 
adoptive cell therapy with nonmyeloblative chemotherapy alone or in 
conjunction with 12Gy total body irradiation. Oral presentation at: Daniel 
W. Elliott Resident Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 23; Dayton, OH.
Myers R, Parikh PJ, mcCarthy mC. Quality improvement lessons from the 
U.S. auto industry and interruptions being experienced by care providers 
at Miami Valley Hospital. Oral presentation at: Daniel W. Elliott Resident 
Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 23; Dayton, OH.
Pyatka N, miller a, Cao Cg. Yelling will not make me learn better. Oral 
presentation at: Daniel W. Elliott Resident Research Symposium; 2014 
Apr 23; Dayton, OH.
gans a, matsuura J. Acute decompression for venous hypertension from 
IVC gunshot injury and ligation with femoral to axillary vein bypass. Oral 
presentation at: Daniel W. Elliott Resident Research Symposium; 2014 
Apr 23; Dayton, OH.
Bonta a, matsuura J. Contrast injection facilitates  
pharmacomechanical thrombectomy using the Trellis device; Bedside 
placement of IVC filters using intravascular ultrasound: Initial experience 
of two cases at Miami Valley Hospital. Oral presentation at: Daniel W. 
Elliott Resident Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 23; Dayton, OH.
 
Poster Presentation
Abtahi K, Flinn J, Yaklic J, Cao Cg, Galloway M. Smart phones and 
intraoperative assessment of obstetric and gynecologic residents: The 
future is here! Poster session presented at:  2014 CREOG and APGO 
Annual Meeting; 2014 Feb 26-Mar 1; Atlanta, GA. 
Craig P, markert RJ, Parikh PP, Saxe Jm. Hernia repairs and outcomes: 
Does gender matter? Poster session presented at: Southeastern Surgical 
Congress; 2014 Feb 22-25; Savannah, GA. 
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Il’giovine Z, Campbell D, Whitmill m, markert RJ, Saxe Jm. Is repeat 
CT necessary in mild traumatic brain injury in the elderly? Poster session 
presented at: International Brain Injury Association Tenth World Congress 
on Brain Injury; 2014 Mar 20; San Francisco, CA.
Il’giovine Z, Campbell D, Whitmill m, markert RJ, Saxe Jm. Do all 
elderly patients with mild traumatic brain injury require admission? Poster 
session presented at: International Brain Injury Association Tenth World 
Congress on Brain Injury; 2014 Mar 20; San Francisco, CA.
Cao Cg. Experience and work culture in robotic surgery. Panel: Conducting 
studies in the OR: Translating HFE research into clinical best practice. 
Poster session presented at: HFES 2014 International Symposium on 
Human Factors and Ergonomics in Health Care: Leading the Way; 2014 
Mar 16-19; Chicago, IL. 
Hicham I, Koles P, Stolfi A, Corbett A, Elased K, Borges N, Parmelee D. 
Does participation in team-based learning affect medical students’ 
longer-term learning? Poster session presented at: AAMC Central Group 
on Educational Affairs; 2014 Mar 27-29; Cleveland, OH. 
Coles TR, Fielding D, Cao Cg. MedImq: A medical imaging diagnostic 
learning and assessment tool. Poster session presented at: 2014 SAGES 
Annual Meeting; 2014 Apr 2-5; Salt Lake City, UT. 
Dumas C, Cao Cg, Dumas C. ETrack: An affordable ergonomic assessment 
tool for surgical settings. Poster session presented at: 2014 SAGES 
Annual Meeting; 2014 Apr 2-5; Salt Lake City, UT. 
miller a, Saxe Jm, Cao Cg. ICG infrared imaging: A novel alternative to 
intraoperative cholangiography. Poster session presented at: 2014 
SAGES Annual Meeting; 2014 Apr 2-5; Salt Lake City, UT. 
Pyatka N, Flinn J, miller a., Brewer J, Wang J, Lou Y, Cao Cg. Yelling will 
not make me learn better! Poster session presented at: Wright State 
University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student 
Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Il’giovine Z, Campbell D, Whitmill m, markert RJ, Saxe Jm. Is repeat 
CT necessary in mild traumatic brain injury in the elderly? Poster session 
presented at: Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th 
Annual Medical Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, 
OH.
Il’giovine Z, Campbell D, Whitmill m, markert RJ, Saxe Jm. Do all 
elderly patients with mild traumatic brain injury require admission? Poster 
session presented at: Poster session presented at: Wright State 
University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student 
Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
anderson C, Walusimbi mS, ekeh aP, Hendershot Km, Lebamoff D, 
Williams P, Saxe Jm, tchorz Km, Whitmill mL, Woods RJ, Roelle 
mP, Barney Lm, mcCarthy, mC. Cost-efficacy of laparoscopic 
cholecystectomy using the harmonic scalpel. Poster session presented 
at: Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual 
Medical Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Hutchinson P, Parikh PP, Walusimbi m, Whitmill m, ekeh aP. The effect 
of early chemoprophylaxis on deep venous thrombosis and inferior vena 
cava filter rates in head injured patients. Poster session presented at: 
Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical 
Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Choudry S, Walusimbi m. CT scan or physical exam: which is a better 
diagnostic tool for incarcerated hernia? Poster session presented at: 
Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical 
Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Bates B, ouellette J, Kauffman S, Hellan m. An institution’s experience 
with irreversible electroporation in the pancreas. Poster session presented 
at: Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual 
Medical Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Bates B, ouellette J, Kauffman S, Hellan m. Irreversible electroporation: 
An institutional experience. Poster session presented at: Wright State 
University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student 
Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Altman A, Horne S. Subdural empyema secondary to sinusitis in an 
adolescent. Poster session presented at: Wright State University 
Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student Research 
Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Hicham I, Koles P, Stolfi A, Corbett A, Elased K, Borges N, Parmelee D. 
Does participation in team-based learning affect medical students’ 
longer-term learning? Poster session presented at: Wright State 
University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student 
Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Jilani D, Khan O, Soin a, Leggett K, Madan R. High-frequency electric nerve 
block in treating residual limb pain. Poster session presented at: Wright 
State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical 
Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Myers L, Hardy A, Khan O, Chaudhry A, Madan R, Soin a. The effectiveness 
of high frequency alternating current nerve block in reducing residual limb 
pain in lower limb amputees. Poster session presented at: Wright State 
University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student 
Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Moore N, Khan O, Chaudhry A, Soin a. Reduction in narcotic usage 
following implantation of a high-frequency electric nerve block device in 
patients with lower extremity limb loss. Poster session presented at: 
Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical 
Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Spear C, Dinh B, Samba S, Khan O, Madan R, Soin a. Minimally invasive 
lumbar decompression via fluoroscopic guidance to treat spinal stenosis. 
Poster session presented at: Wright State University Boonshoft School of 
Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 
10; Dayton, OH.
Hiskey M, Chinnapan S, DeVita L, Khan O, Mullapudi S, Soin a. Continua-
tion of long-term comparison spinal cord stimulation techniques using an 
observational mechanical gateway.  Poster session presented at: Wright 
State University Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical 
Student Research Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Capichioni J, Soin a, Kahn O, Mada R. The use of indirect video laryngos-
copy in difficult airways. Poster session presented at: Wright State Univer-
sity Boonshoft School of Medicine 6th Annual Medical Student Research 
Symposium; 2014 Apr 10; Dayton, OH.
Sankaranarayanan G, Baichun L, Chellali A, Mentis H, Jones S, Jones DB, 
Schwaitzberg S, De S, Cao Cg. A new virtual reality immersive surgical 
trainer with distractions for situation and cognitive training. Poster session 
present at: 2014 Surgical Education Week of the Annual Meeting of the 
Associate for Surgical Education; 2014 Apr 8-12; Chicago, IL. 
Baichun L, Sankaranarayanan G, Jones S, Jones DB, Schwaitzberg S, De S, 
Cao Cg. Preliminary validation of a novel VR2C (VR within VR) simulator 
for surgical education. Poster session presented at: 2014 Surgical 
Education Week of the Annual Meeting of the Associate for Surgical 
Education; 2014 Apr 8-12; Chicago, IL. 
Mehmood M, markert RJ, Chandra MS, mcCarthy mC, tchorz Km. 
Relationship of pulmonary arterial compliance and pulmonary vascular 
resistance in critically ill mechanically ventilated surgical patients. Poster 
session presented at: 2014 Combined Annual Meeting of CSCTR and 
MWAFMR; 2014 Apr 25; Chicago, IL. 
Mehmood M, Mukul CS, markert RJ, mcCarthy mC, tchorz Km. B-type 
natriuretic peptide in the surgical intensive care unit: Association with 
wedge pressure and significance of change. Poster session presented at: 
2014 Combined Annual Meeting of CSCTR and MWAFMR; 2014 Apr 25; 
Chicago, IL. 
